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16 DEC 03

VADM Thad Allen
Chief of Staff
United States Coast Guard

Dear VADM Allen:

Thank you very much for your generous donation towards the Chief Petty Officers
Association 2003 Christmas party for kids in the local community. Your gift helped to
pay for the presents that Santa gave to the kids at the party.

The Washington DC Chapter of the CPOA has been holding this annual event for at
least 10 years, if corporate memory serves. We work with the staff of the Southwest
Community House (SWCH) at Second and Q Street, which is Southwest D.C.'s primary
social service organization. The staff selects the children to attend the party and
provides transportation to the CGHQ build ing. Most of the children are students at
Anthony Bowen Elementary School, CGHQ's P.I.E. school. The SWCH has been the
DC CPOA's official adopted charity for many years. In addition to the Christmas party,
we provide SWCH with turkeys for Thanksgiving b askets for families in the local area.
We also occasionally run a food drive to help restock their emergency food pantry and
provide supplies for the Senior Citizens picnic. In past years we have held a
summertime picnic for the kids and even done a litt le patching and painting at the
community house.

| am glad you could stop in to see the Christmas party -- it was a great one this year!
Thank you again for your contribution.

Sincerely,

Mark Allen

President,

U.S. Coast Guard

Chief Petty Officer Association
Washington DC Chapter

C/O: Coast Guard Headquarters, 2100 Second Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20593 -0001
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