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MASTER CHIEF BOATSWAINS MATE 
MARK H. ALLEN 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
 

Master Chief Allen was born on January 13, 1959 in 
Takoma Park, MD.  He began his Coast Guard career on 
April 22, 1977, attending basic training in Cape May, NJ. 
 
His previous duty assignments include Coast Guard 
Leadership and Professional Development and Coast 
Guard Reserve Affairs, Washington, DC; Coast Guard 
Station St. Inigoes, MD; Coast Guard Station 
Washington, DC; and Coast Guard Station Alexandria, 
VA.  Master Chief Allen has been recalled to active duty 
in response to contingencies such as the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, El Toro II sinking, Air Florida Flight 90 crash, 
and Mariel Boat Lift.  He has served as a member of The 

Coast Guard Reservist Editorial Board and on Staff in the Coast Guard Reserve 
Communications Division at Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington, DC.  He is currently 
serving at Coast Guard Headquarters as Reserve Chief Petty Officer Academy Liaison in the 
Office of Leadership and Professional Development. 
 
Master Chief Allen also serves on the Coast Guard Mutual Assistance Board of Control and as a 
member of the Recruit Company Mentor Program.  He serves on the Coast Guard Chief Petty 
Officers Association National Board of Directors, and has been elected to seven terms as 
Washington, DC Chapter President, during which time he assisted the DC Chapter in earning its 
first and second President’s Outstanding Chapter Awards. 
 
He is a graduate of Frostburg State University with a BA degree in English, minor in Public 
Relations, and concentration in Spanish.  He has also completed his coursework toward an MA 
degree in Modern Humanities at Frostburg State.  Master Chief Allen is a graduate of the Coast 
Guard Chief Petty Officer Academy (Reserve Class VII); is the second Coast Guard Reservist 
ever to graduate from the Navy Senior Enlisted Academy (Class 102 Gold); and is a graduate of 
the Coast Guard Senior Enlisted Command Master Chief Course. 
 
Master Chief Allen’s personal awards include the Coast Guard Commendation Medal; Coast 
Guard Achievement Medal with Operational Distinguishing Device; Coast Guard 
Commandant’s Letter of Commendation (three awards); Coast Guard Reserve Good Conduct 
Medal (6 awards); Humanitarian Service Medal (two awards); Armed Forces Reserve Medal (2 
awards) with Mobilization Device; Coast Guard Rifleman; and Coast Guard Expert Pistol Medal. 
 
He also wears the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal; Secretary’s Outstanding Unit 
Award; Coast Guard Unit Commendation with Operational Distinguishing Device; Coast Guard 
Meritorious Unit Commendation with Operational Distinguishing Device; Meritorious Team 
Commendation (3 awards); Coast Guard Bicentennial Unit Commendation; and National 
Defense Service Medal (2 awards). 


